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A comprehensive, introductory ap-
proach to what liberation theology has
to say about ethics and morals. Dussel
begins by making a fundamental dis-
tinction between two types of ethical
systems: community ethics and social
morality. The first grows out of a central
concern with community; the second
out of isolated individualism.

Dussel first poses ten questions ba-
sic to a discussion of ethics (on good
and evil; personal and social sin; rela-
tive morals and absolute ethics, and
others). Next, he examines ten contem-
porary issues requiring an ethical
stance, among them: labor and the
work ethic; capitalism and socialism;
the arms race; and Third World debt and
dependency.

Rigorous in design and scholarship,
yet clear and accessibly written, Ethics
and Community offers the first single,
systematic treatment of an ethics
rooted, as liberation theology is rooted,
in the concerns of the poor of Latin
American—and the world.

“A creative, provocative, and very rich
essay, where sound scholarship meets
a deep faith commitment to the libera-
tion of the oppressed, a keen knowl-
edge of the social, economic, cultural,
and political situation of the Third
World, a sympathetic sensitivity to read-
ers from the most diverse backgrounds,
and—Ilast but by no means least—a
daring capacity to approach old and
new problems from innovative, unusual
angles.’ —Otto Maduro

Maryknoll School of Theology

Enrique Dussel, a leading figure in liber-
ation theology, studied philosophy and
church history in Madrid, Paris, and
Mainz. He holds doctorates in both phi-
losophy and history. A political refugee
from his native Argentina, Dussel now
lives and teaches in Mexico. He is a
committee member for the theological
reveiw Concilium, and president of the
Comision de Estudios de Historia de la
Iglesia en Latinamerica (CEHILA). His
other books include Philosophy of Lib-
eration.
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In the years since its emergence in Latin America, liberation
theology has challenged the church to a renewal of faith lived in
solidarity with the poor and oppressed. The effects of this theology
have spread throughout the world, inspiring in many Christians a
deeper life of faith and commitment, but for others arousing fears
and concerns.

Its proponents have insisted that liberation theology is not a
subtopic of theology but really a new way of doing theology. The
Liberation and Theology Series is an effort to test that claim by
addressing the full spectrum of Christian faith from the perspective
of the poor.

Thus, volumes in the Series are devoted to such topics as God,
Christ, the church, revelation, Mary, the sacraments, and so forth.
But the Series will also explore topics seldom addressed by tradi-
tional theology, though vital to Christian life—aspects of politics,
culture, the role of women, the status of ethnic minorities. All these
are examined in the light of faith lived in a context of oppression
and liberation.

The work of over one hundred theologians, pastoral agents, and
social scientists from Latin America, and supported by some one
hundred and forty bishops, the Liberation and Theology Series is
the most ambitious and creative theological project in the history
of the Americas.

Addressed to the universal church, these volumes will be essen-
tial reading for all those interested in the challenge of faith in the
modern world. They will be especially welcomed by all who are
committed to the cause of the poor, by those engaged in the struggle
for a new society, by all those seeking to establish a more solid link
between faith and politics, prayer and action.



